
Reggio Inspired: Key Concepts





European Influences on ECE

• Reggio, Montessori and Waldorf developed in 
Europe following the First and Second World War.

• The ideas within these three schools represent an 
explicit idealism and turn away from violence, 
toward peace and reconstruction. 

• They are built on coherent visions of how to 
improve human society by helping children realize 
their full potential as intelligent, creative, whole 
persons. 



Reggio Emilie 

• The schools of Reggio Emilie were founded by Loris 
Malaguzzi

• Malaguzzi drew a powerful image of the child, 
social from birth, full of intelligence, curiosity, and 
wonder. 

• Malaguzzi’s thinking about children reflects a social 
constructivism drawing from Dewey, Piaget, 
Vygotsky, Bruner, and others.



Reggio Today

The starting point for teachers/educators working from a Reggio 
perspective is a powerful image of the child. The child is competent and 
has rights. 

Along with this image is the belief that children construct their 
understanding and knowledge of the world; known as Constructivism. 

Teachers/educators who work from a Reggio perspective speak of their 
“evolving experience." 

Through continued exploration of constructivist theory, best practices in 
early childhood education, workshops, and collaboration with others 
including groups of children, teachers/educators form their evolving 
experience. 

Teachers/educators continued evolving experiences includes exploring in 
meaningful ways how children construct their own learning. 



Constructivist Theory

• Constructivist theory holds that we are active creators 
of our own knowledge. To acquire knowledge, we must 
ask questions, explore, and assess what we know.

• Understanding and knowledge is acquired through 
experiences along with reflection on those experiences. 

• One of the most important tasks becomes ASKING 
GOOD QUESTIONS.

From these questions the teacher/educator prompts 
investigation of ideas, materials and coach’s children as 
they develop an understanding related to the 
investigation.



Reggio Inspired at School:
Community of Inquiry
• Extraordinary value put on dialogue 

• “The Italians sum it up with one word –
interlocutorieta- which can be translated as 
‘exchange, discourse, dialogue; with an emphasis 
on ongoing, deepening inquiry, rather than on any 
immediate resolution or conclusion.” 

• Knowledge is an ongoing social construction of a 
community of interlocutors.

• Give reason for our ideas and practices and expect 
others to questions our ideas and practices. 



Co-construct Knowledge

• What can we do with a pumpkin?

• Exploring the possibilities

• Sharing our knowledge we have and attempting



Prior Knowledge and investigation
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Loose Parts



Reggio at home

• Open ended tools
• Inspire creativity

• Inspire problem solving

• Opportunities for STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics)



Reggio at home: What does it 
look like?
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Reggio at home: What does it 
look like?

Children are capable and competent


